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MASSACHUSETTS AERONAUTICS COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT - 1959 
A year ago, in discussing our plans, we predicted that 1959 would 
be a critical year for local air service in Massachusetts and New England, 
and promised to take an active part in airport and airway matters and in 
local air service cases. 
Unfortunately, the prediction was true. -Mohawk was permitted, over 
our strong objections, to suspend service at Westfield, leaving much of the 
area covered by the Westfield-Barnes Airport with no air service. Also, the 
number of passengers using local air service in 1959 declined at almost all 
points, possibly due to reduction in schedules, .and in schedule completion. 
Installation of planned instrument landing systems at Hyannis and 
Nantucket, and new approach lights at New Bedford should improve the per-
centage of completed schedules at those important resort areas. On the 
matter of inadequate schedules, we are actively working to correct this si-
tuation by direct negotiation with the airlines and legally through the Civil 
Aeronautics Board. As a partner in the New England Conference of State 
Aviation Officials, we have just petitioned for reconsideration of that portion 
of the CAB's findings in the Northeastern States Case which fails properly to 
take care of inadequate service over authorized routes. 
On the brighter side, local air service routes terminating at Boston 
continued to increase, with Allegheny Airlines now authorized to connect 
Boston with Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Long Island and Connecticut points, 
and Mohawk's new routes to Providence, White Plains, Poughkeepsie and 
points west. Also, high speed jet service to Europe and the West Coast from 
Boston became commonplace during the year. 
In addition, we said we hoped to work out a more efficient state/federal 
relationship with the new Federal Aviation Agency. Tnere has been progress 
along these lines, but tangible results are slow in coming. Details ' of a joint 
cooperative safety, enforcement and accident investigation program are being 
worked on by the states and the FAA. 
We also predicted last year that the Federal Airport Aid Program 
would be continued on a more limited basis. This was borne out when on 
June 29 the President signed a bill so extending the act for two years. New 
policies applied to administration of the law resulted in an abnormally low 
allocation of federal funds for Massachusetts for the fiscal year 1960. Much 
work has been done to correct this inequity, and we expect that allocations 
to be announced in the spring for the fiscal year beginning July I, 1960 will 
be more favorable to Massachusetts airports. 
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It can be seen from the foregoing that much of the usefulness of the 
Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission to the people of Massachusetts lies 
in its ability to deal effectively with agencies of the federal government. We 
are fortunate in having strong regional, the New England Conference of State 
Aviation Officials, and national, the National Association of State Aviation 
Officials, organizations to which we belong, and through which we can make 
our voice heard. 
Unpredicted was one of the side effects of the assumption of control 
of the Boston-Logan Airport by the new Massachusetts Port Authority on 
, February 17, 1958. One of the Authority's first acts was, with our advice 
~l!~md counsel, to remove most of the damaging restrictions placed on the use 
of runway 4L-22R by the old State Airport Management Board. This action, 
'together with increased civil jet activity, created a temporary storm of com-
' plaints, mostly from the Bayswater Street section of East Boston. Many 
meetings were held with aggrieved residents, airline officials, and the MPA" 
and a reasonable solution" involving an MAC preferential runway use regula-
tiun, was worked out. 
During the year, general aviation, especially business flying" continued 
its spectacular growth. In order better to serve general aviation, which has 
become so important to our industrial health and recreational activities, we 
placed especial emphasis on the development of secondary airports, both with 
state aid alone, and with federal and state aid. The results have been 
gratifying. In 1959, we made major improvements to general aviation airports 
at Norwood, Plymouth, Chatham and North Adams, created new ones at South-
bridge and Mansfield, and are well on the way to doing so at Turners Falls 
and Taunton. 
At the same time, we have continued to improve our airline airports to 
accommodate instrument landing systems and modern high performance air-
planes. With Martha's Vin~yard completl?d this year, all airports in the Cape 
and Islands area have 5000 ft. runways. A runway at Lawrence is presently 
being extended to 5000 ft., which will leave Fitchburg and Pittsfield as the 
only airline stops with DC-3 runways. 
A:detailed account of some of our activities follows: 
SAFETY 
.,5,020 pilots and 1,584 aircraft were registered at the 
: end of the reg~stration period in July. This is an in-
crease of 778 pilots and 11 planes over the count at 
the last corresponding period. 
j . , Inspections.: : A total of 263 inspections of various types were made 
at ,airports an~ seaplane bases. This was an increase 
of 19 over 1958. 
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Managers: i,:' :' ". :6~ persons were iicensed as airport inanagers# a 
'· .': ': ~f ,,: ' decreas,e of one over the previous year. This 
, " indicates the lack of turnover at established fields 
" T 
Accidents: 
Disciplinary Action: 
Financial 
Responsibility: 
Lectures: 
Safety Awards: 
and that the number of licensed airports remains 
about the same. Despite the closing of two private 
commercial fields# two new ones opened. 
For the first time in three years, civil aircraft 
accidents decreased over the previous year. In 
1959 there were 103 reported as compared to 108 
in 1958 and 103 in 1957. In analyzing these# it 
should be pointed out that of the total, 580/0 occurred 
during landing or takeoff and 72% of the total were 
cla.ssified as due t o pilot error. Of the total, 5 
were fatal and 6 involved personal injury. 
As the result of the 588 comp'laints received and 
investigated# a certain amount of disciplinary action 
was necessary. Six pilots were taken to court# two 
were called before the Commission for hearings# 
175 were sent warning letters# 9 violations were 
referred to the FAA for action and 5 were referred to 
the Armed Forces or its reserve components for 
action. 
Of the total complaints .. 175 involved airline aircraft. 
The total complaints rose 103 over 1958, 134 over 
1957 and 286 over 1956. This points up the need for 
continued and more stringent enforcement action and 
safety education. 
The fourth year of t he Aircraft Financial Responsibility 
Act required our action in 10 cases. 
Our enforcement personnel continued in their practice 
of giving lectures on aeronautical law sand regulations# 
accident and violation investigations to local police 
and state police trainees at the State Police Academy 
in Framingham. Safety lectures were given to several 
aviation organizations. 
In behalf of the National Association of State Aviation 
Officials # the Commis sion awarded four Massachusetts 
members of the National Air Taxi Conference a plaque 
for having completed 10,000 or more passe nger miles 
of accident-free air taxi service. Receiving the awar ds 
were air taxi operators from the Hyannis, Revere, 
Norwood and Pittsfield Airports. 
New J R etffitatiori~f: j" 
~ ,,-I;.l • • ·\/~ 1:1 
;;!)~(:-:! ,L',', ";:" 
. :' : 
WaiY~~s: " , 
: 'j , 
'· ' ·1· . 
" 
:~ . ; . 
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Stat~ Airplane: 
A viation Education: 
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. The only new regulation proposed by the Commis-
sion this year was passed by the Governor and 
Council. It was merely an explanation of the map 
showing the approaches to Boston- Logan Airport 
which are affected by approach zoning. The new 
regulation made this zoning effective. 
Because several aerial activities do not exactly fit 
into the general pattern for which our regulations 
were established or because their non-compliance 
would serve a greater public good, we issued, after 
investigation, waivers to a total of 46 persons. 
Sixteen of these were in connection with the new 
sport of parachute jumping; the others were for the 
purpose of pipe line patrol; exhibition acrobatic 
flight; air meets; agricultural dusting and spraying; 
wildlife survey; forest fire patrol; and scientific 
research. 
PROMOTION 
Pilots of the Commission flew the state plane a total 
of 162 hours on inspections, investigations, court and 
enforcement trips, engineering survey and photo flights, 
and administrative flights. It was also flown to assist 
several other state departments and to transport high 
state officials. 
The "Talespinner" I a departmental aviation new sletter I 
was published and distributed to those concerned with 
the industry and other interested parties. 
We continued giving talks to civic and school groups 
about aviation, its history and future in Massachusetts 
and activities of the Commission. 
Our films "Flight Decision", "The Flying Businessman" I 
and "Airports America" were shown and lent to civic, 
school, aviation and other interested groups. Aviati'on 
educational pamphlets and material were distributed to 
schools, libraries. teachers and students. 
The Commission continued its participation in the 
Massachusetts Aviation Education Council which 
sponsored another Air Age Education Institute at Logan 
Airport for educators and school administrative per-
sonnel. 
... 
New Law Pamphlet: 
New Legislation: 
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The Commission, represented by"the Di,ree;tor as 
a featured speaker.. again took part in a .l3oston 
College Seminar, entitled, "The Air Age and Metro-
politan Boston". 
All aeronautical laws and laws affecting aviation, 
airports and municipal airport commissions were 
assembled, edited as amended, and printed into a 
convenient pamphlet for distribution w hen requested, 
to airport officials, courts, attorneys, police and 
other parties that might be concerned. 
The only recommendation of the Commission which 
became law in 1959 was one that unrefunded taxes on 
aviation gasoline should be set aside for aeronautical 
purposes. It was amended during the hearings and 
as written today, it exempts all aviation gasoline 
from taxes. 
New Parachute Center: The Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission was the 
first state agency in this country to recognize and 
license the relatively new sport of parachuting several 
years ago. Through our efforts, officials of Para-
chutes Incorporated and the Orange Airport reached an 
agreement whereby a parachuting center, the first in 
the U.S., was opened at Orange in May of 1959. 
Airport Directory: 
Personne 1 Training: 
Parachutes Incorporated operated the airport and jump 
center and after :he first season's activities reported 
that the results have been ,much more successful than 
anticipated--2, 2~,9 jumps having been made. The 
Orange center was selected for the 1962 International 
Jump Meet, which was, up to this time, held in 
various European countries w here the sport has 
flourished for years. 
Published by the Department of Commerce, we drafted, 
coordinated and distributed an attractive new Airport 
Directory entitled IIMassachusetts Air Holidayll, 
listing airports .. services offered, and recreational 
attractions in the vicinity of each landing ?-rea. 
Personnel of the Commission were able to broaden 
their know ledge by attendance and participation at 
meetings and demonstrations throughout the year, such 
as Air Force demonstrations, aviation conferences in 
neighboring states .. air traffic control meetings, meet-
ings for directors, which took up such items as avia-
tion medicine .. airline problems, federal aviation legis-
lation .. aviation weather reports and traffic control. 
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". Race: '." ',_ :' I ~- Co,~r#ission per'sorinel s 'e'rved on committees, became 
• ,t . race officials~ ' arid advisors at the 13th Annual All-
•• :," " _. f 
Women's TranscoLtinental Air Race, which started 
at Lawrence on July 4th. This race, which started 
from Lawrence for the second time, is the only one 
of its kind in the world, is for stock 'aircraft under 
,iO. I':: ;,3,50 h. p., and piloted entirely by women. 
Certifi'cktes' of ' , 
App~o'val: 
, ' , 
Ij r. 
Airport Activity: 
~. 
',I 
, " 
State Aid: 
A •. · • 
State and Federal [, AId: 
-....,--~-...:..-----
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AIRPORTS 
58 Certificates of Apprpval were issued to as many 
landing areas for commercial operations during the 
, "d year. 22 were to cities and towns, 30 for privately 
owned commercial airports and 6 for seaplane bases. 
In addition, 52 private airfields were registered with 
the Commission. This indicates a net loss of 6 
I ... private fields and no change in the number of com-
.. mercial landing areas. 
In order to keep a more accurate picture of airport 
use and activity, a new system has been set up where-
by we will have periodic activity surveys at airports, 
" ,as well as more complete information concerning the 
airport at the time of its annual inspection for cer-
tification. 
In three cases, the Commonwealth shared with the 
towns the $49,000. cost of improvements. 
Hyannis: 
Mansfield: 
Medium intensity lights were installed on 
the NE/SW runway. 
The Administration Building was re-
modeled. 
At the following airports, the federal government pro-
vided one half the $1,690,000. cost of the work ac-
complished, with t he Commonwealth and the city or 
tow n sharing the other half equally. 
Chatham: 
Hyannis: 
T he runway with necessary runway light-
ing was extended to 3,000 ft. 
A crash equipment building was com-
pleted; the plane parking apron was ex-
tended; a taxiway was constructed and 
• 
Lawrence~ 
Mansfield: 
Martha's 
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lighted; two hat\gars were moved from 
their original location to the new terminal 
area and an apron was constructed for the 
relocated hangars. 
An administration building, parking apron, 
new hangar ~rea, and necessary taxiways, 
auto parking and approach road were com-
pleted during the year. 
A 3,000 ft. runway, plus taxiw-ay and 
apron, was built. 
Vineyard: The dominant runway, its necessary light-
ing, and the parallel taxiway were all ex-
tended to 5,000 ft. 
New Bedford: Aerial approaches to the runways were 
cleared and necessary clearing was done 
for a new approach lighting system. This 
incbded purchase of a considerable 
amount of land. 
North Adams: The surface treated runway was paved~ 
Plymouth: The runway was lighted. 
Southbridge~ A 2,700 ft. paved runway was built. 
Westfield: The adm~nistration building was enlarged; 
the plane' parking apron was resurfaced; 
and an automobile parking area was 
constructed. 
Work totalling one and a quarter million dollars is under way on the 
same financial basis at the following airports: 
Fitchburg: 
Lawrence: 
Taunton: 
An auto parking area is being constructed 
and the access road is being improved. 
The dominant runway and runway lights 
are being extended to 5,000 ft. 
A 3,000 ft. paved runway is being built. 
Turners Falls: A 3 .. 000 ft. paved runway is being built. 
I ) ' .!. 
• : '; f "'-
'\ ' 
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Worcester: A water booster pumping station is being 
built. 
Fede.ral :al'lcl sta.te funds .have been a!.located for the following projects. 
Work involving a total expenditure of $610" 000'. should start soon after the first 
of the year. 
, , Hyannis : . 
Nantucket: 
( ; . 
New Bedford: 
Southbridge: . 
Land acquisition for obstru'ction removal .. 
. runway marking and a control tower. 
Land acquisition for approach lights, high 
intensity lights and a controf tower. 
Taxiway lighting, runway marking" and 
grading and drainage for erosion. 
'. -, . ,._: -' - ; . 
Taxiway and 'apron construction. 
In addition" there are numerous othel" 'airpott improvement projects for 
which we have requested federal aid in the program to start on July 1. 1960. We 
hope for and anticipate more generous federal allocations than those most recent-
ly received. ? • 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS 
The Commission's activities on the national scene were largely carried 
out by the Director. Besides numerous conferences with members of Congress .. 
officials of the FAA and the CAB .. the Diredor spoke before the i 2th Annual 
Airport Development and Operations Cot'lfer' ence in Syracuse. New York .. on 
airport taxes; presented the point of view oithe non-professional pilot at a 
panel discussion on air traffic control at t he first World Congress of Flight in 
Nevada; moderated a Symposium on what tea states can do for aviation at the 
annual NASAO convention in San Francisco; t estified before the CAB,iri the . 
Northeastern States Local Service Case .. for the CO~nionwealth, the New Engiand 
Council .. and the NECSAO; in the Pacific Route Case .. argued before the CAB for 
direct polar service between Boston and the Orient; and contil-Hied to represent 
the states on the General AViation Council in Washington, D. C. 
LOCAL SERVICE-AIRLINE PASSENGERS 
12 Months 12 Months % 
Ending 11/30/59 Ending 11/30/58 Change 
F itchburg 1949 3134 ·,38% 
Hyannis 25149 318'12 - 21 % 
Lawrence 1131 7 12658 -11% 
Martha's Vineyard 12120 14669 -17% 
Nantucket 25022 35022 - 29% 
New Bedford 36548 38934 - 6% 
Pittsfield 2567 3644 -30% 
, ... " 
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Local Service Airline Pass~rigers '(continued) . 
Provincetown 
Worcester 
12 Months 
Ending 11/30/59 
11383 
76822 
12 Mortths 
Ending 11/30/58 
9723 
78946 
% 
Change 
f 17% 
- 3% 
CONTROL TOWER AlB TRAFFIC COUNT 
Boston - Logan 
Boston-Bedford 
New Bedford 
Westfie~d 
Worc~ster 
Calendar Year 
1959 
201817 
20413 
37413 
69125 
44124 
Calendar Year 
1958 
202604 
168604 
33116 
51372 
46864 
% 
Change 
-0.4% 
1-19% 
1-130/0 
f35% 
- 6% 
INSTRUMENT ,APPROACHES 
City and State Radio Aids: 
Pittsfield 
Lawrence 
Fitchburg 
Norwood 
Beverly 
Federal Radio Aids: 
Bedford 
Boston 
Hyannis 
Martha's Vineyard 
Nantucket 
New Bedford 
Westfield 
Worcester 
Calendar Year 
1959 
39 
244 
41 
58 
33 
2750 
12636 
591 
436 
458 
656 
357 
850 
PLANS FOR 1960 
Calendar Year 
1958 
71 
342 
47 
20 
14 
2084 
10662 
803 
441 
639 
606 
321 
692 
As usual. we shall carry out our r egular safety. enforcement. and 
airport development activities, for the benefit of the public. the airlines. and 
general aviation. 
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We shall continue pressing the airlines and. the CAB for adequate 
scheduling and performance of local air servfce~ arid we shall follow through 
on our efforts to· obtain faster and less expensive .air service to the Orient • 
.. : \ . 
. This year we shall try again to have enacted an important safety bill 
designed to protect the aerial approaches to airports. A similar bill~ strongly 
supported by all segments of aviation~ was passed over last year due to objec-
tions of the radio and television industries. 
It also looks as if in the coming year we shall be able to boast of a 
hard surfaced all-weather runway within 20 miles of a pilot flying anywhere 
over Massachusetts. This will involve 24 publicly owned airports~ of which 
18 will be lighted for night flying~ and 14 will be equipped for radio guided 
approaches. Our next step will be to see that all of them are lighted and have 
radio aids for bad weather operations. 
, J 
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Respectfully submitte1, 
Edward J. Lynch, Chairman 
Norman W. Bertelsen 
Philip W. Caporale 
Charlotte S. Keiley 
Edmund M. O'Riordan 
Crocker Snow. Director of Aeronautics 
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